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138 For debate: Psychiatric diagnosis, psychiatric power and psychiatric abuse

traditional political philosophy atrophies, and
instead we adopt the language of diagnosis and
treatment for analyzing the relations of the citizen to
the state. In turn, the abandonment of the
perspective of political philosophy explains the
pemicious disjoining of the mental patient's rights
and responsibilities that has been the hallmark of
modern mental health legislation. Illustrative of this
phenomenon is the fact that the law treats both
institutionalized and deinstitutionalized mental
patients as competent to retain their right to vote,
but not competent to be held responsible for
violating the criminal law. 'The abuse of greatness,'
Shakespeare remarks in Julius Caesar, 'is when it
disjoins remorse from power' (21). Similarly, the
abuse of power characteristic of the Therapeutic
State is that it disjoins liberty from responsibility.
Thus, when psychiatrists deprive innocent persons
of freedom (civil commitment), they abuse the right
to liberty; and when they excuse persons of crimes
(diminished capacity and the insanity defence), they
pervert the principle that persons are moral agents
who should be held accountable for their actions.

T S Szasz, MD, is Professor of Psychiatry Emeritus,
State University of New York Health Science Center,
New York, USA.
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Postgraduate opportunities

Applications are invited by the Bioethics Research
Centre, Otago Medical School for enrolment in the
following postgraduate degrees: Master of Health
Sciences, Doctor of Philosophy, Diploma for
Graduates, Master of Medical Science and Bachelor of
Medical Science. Coursework provides the foundation

for a substantial thesis which can be theoretical or
applied.
The closing date for these programmes is November 1.
For information please write to: The Bioethics

Research Centre, Otago Medical School, PO 913
Dunedin, New Zealand. Tel. (64 3) 474 7977.



156 Enhancing patient well-being: advocacy or negotiation?
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Ethical Issues in Health Care

A conference for all health professionals, Ethical
Issues in Health Care, will be held at the Univer-
sity of Brighton on 21st and 22nd September this
year.
The conference is designed to encourage dialogue on

ethical issues in health care between health care
professionals and educators from the fields of nursing,

midwifery, medicine, physiotherapy and other
professions allied to medicine.
Workshops will include: Ethical issues and

communication; Teaching ethics to health professionals;
Rationing of health care, and Patient/client choice.
For further details please contact: Jackie Lawrence:

tel: 0892 823535 ext 3131; fax: 0892 823137.

Submitting manuscripts for publication

Papers submitted for publication
should be sent in quadruplicate to:
The Editor, J7ournal of Medical
Ethics, cdo Imperial College of
Science, Technology and Medicine,
14 Prince's Gardens, London SW7
INA. The journal considers papers
only if they are not under considera-
tion by any other journal at the same
time. Rejected manuscripts are not
returned. Papers should be in
double-spaced typewriting on one
side of the paper only. The
preferred maximum length of
papers is 3,500 words - absolute
maximum 5,500 (including
references). A total word count

(including references) is requested.
On a separate sheet some brief
biographical details should be
supplied, including the title of the
author's present post, degrees
and/or professional qualifications (if
any), and any other relevant
information.
Two copies of the journal will be

sent to authors free of charge after
their papers are published. Offprints
of individual papers may be bought
from _'ournal of Medical Ethics, BMA
House, Tavistock Square, London
WC1H 9JR.

In March 1981 the JME adopted
a simplified 'Vancouver style' for

references: details are given in
various issues, including December
1990. They are also available from
the editorial office. The full text
of the 'Vancouver Agreement' was
published in the British Medical
3rournal in 1988; volume 296;
401-405. As the 'Vancouver style'
is incompatible with the long
established style of references for
legal articles, lawyers should use
their own standard style, but try to
facilitate reference by others. The
journal is multidisciplinary and
papers should be in clear jargon-
free English, accessible to any
intelligent reader.
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Wood Institute Research fellowships

The seven recipients of the 1994 Wood Institute
Research fellowships awarded by the College of
Physicians of Philadelphia are: Paul Berman, MD, The
Medical Mutual Improvenment Society in Anmerica,
1720-1835; Deborah Franklin, University of
Pennsylvania, Controlling the Atonm: the Impact of Ionizing
Radiation on Hunman Health, 1895-1942; Jennifer Gunn,
University of Pennsylvania, Controlling the Population:
Ideological Links aniong Contraception, Life Extension,
Public Health, and Population Policy; Lisa Herschbach,
Harvard University, The Hidden Civil War: Medical and
Literary Narratives from the Turner's Lane Hospital; David
McCarter, University of Iowa, Medical Ideas and the
Popular Press in New England, 1680-1820; Jeffrey A
Mullins, Johns Hopkins University, The Moral Mind:
Agency, Psychology, and the Mind-Body Connection in
Americani Thought, 1790-1860, and Allison Pingree,
Harvard University, 'It's Two that Makes the Trouble'.
Figures of Replication in the Fiction of Mark Twain,
Sherwood Anderson, Eudora Welty, and Carson McCullers.

Established in 1787, the College of Physicians of
Philadelphia is one of the oldest honorary, private
medical academies in the United States. The resources of
this not-for-profit institution include a renowned Library,
the Mutter Museum and the Francis C Wood Institute
for the History of Medicine. The Wood Institute
fellowship programme enables scholars to spend time in
residence at the college in order to use its library and
museum. The fellowship programme is partially
supported by the Women's Committee of the College of
Physicians, and supports research in the history of
medicine.

The 1994 Scholar-in-Residence fellowship of the
Wood Institute for the History of Medicine goes to
Dr David M Cantor. Dr Cantor received his BA and
PhD from the University of Lancaster, and is currently a
Research Fellow in the Department of the History of
Science, Medicine, and Technology at Johns Hopkins
University. He will be researching Neo-Hippocratism in
Inter-War British Medicine.
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Randomised controlled trials: ethical and legal issues

A two-day course for doctors, nurses and members of
research ethics committees to consider the ethical
and legal implications of undertaking randomised
controlled trials will be held at the British Postgraduate
Medical Federation (BPMF) Central Office, 33
Millman Street, London WC IN 3EJ, on the 22nd and
23rd of November 1994.

Sessions covering the rationale and need for controlled
trials, how they impinge on the doctor/patient relation-
ship, and the ethical and legal considerations which result
will be taken by Professor Michael Baum, Mrs Joan
Houghton, Dr Lesley Fallowfield, Mrs Angela Hall, Dr
Raanan Gillon, Mrs Claire Gilbert Foster and Mrs Diana
Brahams. Each session will include a lecture and

workshop or discussion time. Participants will be invited
to present cases of particular interest for discussion.
The course is non-residential but information on

accommodation can be provided.
In order to achieve an informal approach numbers

will be limited, so early application is advisable.
The course fee is £198 and includes meals and

refreshments. (PGEA approved: 12hrs Service
Management.)

Further details and application forms are available
from: Education Department, BPMF, 33 Millman
Street, London WC1N 3EJ. Tel: 071-831 6222 ext 155
or 071-405 5660 (24hr answerphone). Fax: 071-831
1387.
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The Institute of Medical Ethics: working
parties and medical groups

Working parties
I'he institutc currcntly has two xvorking
parties, one on the ethics ot' prolonging lif'e
and assisting death and the other on the
ethical implications of AII)S. '[he xorking
parts on the ethics of prolonging life and
assisting death has produced txo
discussion papers: Assisted death, Lvicet
1990; 336: 61() 61 3; and Withdrawal of
life' support f'rom patients in a persistcnt
vegetative state, Laoot 1991; 337: 96 98.

Medical groups
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'rhe working party on the cthical
implications of AIDS has produced four
discussion papers: HIVr infection: the
ethics of anonvmised testing and tcsting
pregnant xomen, 7ooi(l/ci of medical atliics
1990; 16: 173-178; AID)S and the ethics
of clinical care and treatment, Quartlls'
o(1111til! fomLdcimi1ti 1992; 302: 419 426;
AID)S, ethics and clinical trials, B'nti'/i
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institutc's Research Director, Kenneth
Bovd.
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.Mledical groups associated xith the
Institute oftiedical Ethics hax'e becn
establishcd in British unix'crsitx teaching
hospitals. Each acadcmic year thev arrangc
programmes of lecturcs and sxmposia on
issues raised by the practice of' medicine
xhich conccrn other disciplines. Although
these programmes are addrcsscd primarilI'
to medical, nursing and other hospital stu-
dcnts they are open to all membcrs of the
medical, nursing and allied profe'ssions.
'I'here is no f'ce for attendancc. Lccture
lists are ax ailable bv direct application to
the appropriate co-ordinating sccrctarv
namiied above. A stamped addresscd A4
envelope xxould be appreciated.
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1F'urther (eltail% 1)a(Iy' be obtaineld/oln:
THE ROYAL COLLE(;E OF OBSTETRICIANS AND (;YNAECOLO(;ISTS

27 SU'SSEX PlACE, RE(CENT'S PARK, LONI)ON NWl 4R(;
Telephone: 071 262 5425/402 2317 extension 245
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